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YCMES Statement on Safety and Security
Yemen continues to receive negative publicity that is overstated, especially in the American & European media. Despite the tainted depiction of Yemen in news media, the overall climate in Yemen is one of safety. Sana'a, the capital of Yemen and location of the Yemen College of Middle Eastern Studies, remains secure for students and visitors. Fortunately, Yemen and its peoples do not portray anti-Western sentiments, and continue to welcome and treat foreigners as esteemed guests. The central government has strong control of the security situation in Sana’a and other major cities of Yemen, and therefore, foreigners have continued to feel safe. 

A well-informed and aware traveler should not experience any problems while traveling around the country. The YCMES consults directly with multiple national and international security bodies, most specifically the Ministry of Interior. If the YCMES or Ministry of Interior deems a location unsafe, the YCMES will forbid a student or guest from travel and refuse the necessary permissions to proceed through the numerous checkpoints located along major routes in Yemen. The YCMES is confident that the government does a good job of keeping foreigners safe. There is a vast network of checkpoints on any major road outside of Sana'a so when traveling, the police always know where tourists are. 

The types of violence or insecurities that Americans and Europeans experience in their home cities are virtually unknown here. There is a common belief that what happens in New York City in a day does not occur in Sana’a over a year. The crime rate in Sana’a has even been compared to that of Lincoln, Nebraska. Students comment on feeling much safer in Sana’a than in their own cities. It is extremely rare to hear of petty theft, muggings, sexual assault or pick-pocketing. 

The late war with al-Houthi rebels in the Sa'ada region, near the Saudi border, has finally come to an end. The government now has full control over Sa’ada and all the neighboring parts of it. Currently, a supreme committee is overlooking the re-building of the devastated governorate as well as working towards integrating this group back into the Yemeni society. Nonetheless, foreigners are unable to travel to this region, and the YCMES will not allow any personnel or student associated with the college to venture in such areas. 

The presence of al-Qaeda in Yemen was limited to two of the least populated cities in Yemen: Abyan in the south and Al-Jawf in the north. During the last several months, a successful counterterrorism campaign has been conducted by the Government, aided by the USA and other Western countries, targeting al-Qaeda at these places. The process led to the killing of the leader of al-Qaeda in Yemen along with the arrest of many other members. The government did not restrict travel to the regions afterwards, showing no expectations of further operations in such areas.

On another hand, a separatist movement in the South continues to promote anti-government demonstrations every now and then. Fed up with the overall lack of development and the economic situation in the country, especially after feeling the effects of the latest world financial crisis, they’re calling for secession. Nonetheless, this is an entirely domestic issue and no foreigners have ever been a target for such movement. 

The YCMES always urges students, families, educators, and administrators to carefully read up on safety and security before traveling to Yemen. It is always a good idea to read country travel advisories to Yemen, and to keep in mind the political nature of such travel warnings. Comparing travel warnings of different countries and examining exact wording and incidents sited will give the traveler a more informed take on the reason for such travel warnings. Often it is the case that the travel warning does not affect an entire country but rather certain areas or groups of people. At the same time, the YCMES recommends travelers to Yemen to contact previous students or tourists who have spent time in Yemen and can give a first-hand report of their experiences. As always, the YCMES staff, both Yemeni and non-Yemeni, are happy at any time to relate their feelings of safety and security to anyone who is uncertain or hesitant in deciding to study or travel in Yemen. These questions can be directed to the Sana’a main office, past students, or local representatives listed on the YCMES web pages.

For further information, please feel free to contact the YCMES by email (ycmes@ycmes.org), or by phone (+967 – 1 270 200).






